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Intro: Everything is going mobile 
these days, so why not printers, 
too? That was the idea behind 
inventor Tuvia Elbaum’s Pocket 
Printer, a palm-sized device that 

aims to take on the big boys 
in the printer industry while 
revolutionizing the market
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l I T T l E  P r I n T E r

Tucked into the southern end of the sprawling 
Hebrew University campus in Givat Ram is the 
High-Tech Village, or Kfar High-Tech. This 
complex of one-story former dormitories houses 
the offices and laboratories of Israeli start-ups 
whose founders dream of making it big. A short 
walk down the hill will lead you to Zuta Labs, 
home to the Pocket Printer, a 350-gram tiny 
printer on wheels.

Company cofounder and former Yeshivat 
Hakotel instructor Tuvia Elbaum, 30, sees 
his printer doing for the printing market what 
the mobile phone once did for the telephone 
market. “Our office space has gone mobile, so 
our printer should too.”
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Zuta Labs, named after the Aramaic word for “small,” has garnered the 
attention of technology giants such as Microsoft, which asked the company 
to present at its Think Next conference in Tel Aviv in April. Zuta also won 
a prestigious Best of Innovation award from the Consumer Electronics 
Association, which hosts the industry-leading Consumer Electronics Show 
in Las Vegas each year. 

Zuta’s team of eight is currently working feverishly to unveil its final 
product for the CES conference, which begins January 6. They aim to create 
a niche in the approximately $50 billion global printing market dominated 
by household names like HP, Canon, and Epson, the three companies that 
collectively control three-quarters of the global printer market. 

Sleek and teardrop-shaped, the Pocket Printer is 7.3 cm (2.9 inches) tall 
and 10.2 cm (4 inches) in diameter and weighs in at about three-quarters of 
a pound (by comparison, a standard iPhone 6 weighs a quarter of a pound). 

Inside the device is a standard print head: the major difference between 
Zuta’s product and other printers is that it’s on wheels. Simply place it over 
a piece of paper on a level surface and watch it go – left, right, up, and down. 
It can run for one hour on a rechargeable battery and print one page at a 
time, averaging 40 to 45 seconds per page. The company anticipates selling 
the printer for $240.

Stories of innovation — and chutzpah — are well known in Israel. But 
while hard work, creativity, and business smarts were all crucial, Elbaum 
said the company wouldn’t have made it off the ground without the spiritual 
fuel of emunah. 

“Especially in a start-up life you have to be super optimistic with super 
emunah,” Tuvia said. “Everybody knows that in work, especially in the  
start-up world, you need a lot of luck. They call it luck. I call it siyata d’Shmaya.” 
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it siyata d’shmaya” 

—Tuvia elbaum

Serial Entrepreneur Elbaum founded 
the company in January 2014 along with 
childhood friend and college classmate 
Matan Caspi, also 30. Elbaum attended a 
yeshivah high school in Jerusalem’s Kat-
amon neighborhood and after high school 
enlisted in the IDF’s Hesder yeshivah  
program, where he served in the Shim-
shon battalion and learned at a yeshivah 
in the Negev.

Yet he faced a fateful decision as the end 
of his service was approaching. Should he 
stay in the army long-term as an officer or 
continue on to a more uncharted life route? 
The question really was simpler than that. 
How should he channel his desire to teach 
and educate others? 

After army service and three years at 
Yeshivat Hakotel in Jerusalem’s Old City, 
in September 2009 Elbaum enrolled in the 
business program at the Jerusalem College 
of Technology, locally known as Machon 
Lev. It was there that his gears began turning 
toward the goal of building a robot printer. 

Elbaum isn’t new to the start-up world. 
Before Uber and Gett Taxi, he founded 
TextAway, a technology company that 
allowed users to order cabs through a text 
message system. After that company didn’t 
quite take (the smartphone market hadn’t 
exploded yet) he started a technology 
company called Umoove in 2012. Umoove’s 
technology tracks eye patterns from the 
camera of a smart phone — an innovation that 
allows doctors to detect brain movements 
so that they can diagnose ADHD, sobriety, 
fatigue, concussions, and brain illnesses. The 
company has raised $3.25 million to date. 
“It’s my other baby,” Elbaum said. “I’m not 
running it, my friend is the CEO.”

The printer idea came out of personal need: 
As someone who works around the clock, 
Elbaum found he was constantly e-mailing 
and using the Internet with his smartphone, 
but he had no way to print documents. “It 
really frustrated me,” he explained. “So I 
went online to look for a mobile printer.” 
What he found were “bulky” printers he 
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couldn’t carry around. But why couldn’t a printer be the 
size of a smartphone? 

Elbaum faced an uphill battle. While a software company 
like Umoove could depend on low overhead and constant 
updates, building a printer from scratch would take two to 
three years of research, development, and marketing. “You 
need a lot of capital to work. You could develop it and in the 
end no one wants it.” 

Tuvia partnered with friend Caspi, and the pair joined 
with other students and faculty to create a start-up 
incubator at the university called the Friedberg Program 
for Entrepreneurial Excellence. Angel investors associated 
with the program gave the company seed capital to get 
started and in early 2013 they hired electrical engineer Gilad 
Schnurmacher, a fresh Machon Lev graduate. 

But they needed more than just seed money to succeed. 
Offers were coming in from large technology companies for 
the Zuta innovation but the founders wanted to retain control 
of their idea. At the same time, without additional funding, 
a project requiring so much research and development 
would wither, so they turned to a 21st-century solution: 
crowdfunding. They posted a short video showcasing their 
yet-to-be completed product and promised Zuta’s first 
investors a Pocket Printer for $180, a 25 percent discount 
on the retail price. Their goal was to raise $400,000. 

At about the same time, Microsoft asked them to present 
their product at Think Next Tel Aviv last April 7. The 
prototype was a hit, gaining the attention of Dr. Harry 
Shum, Microsoft executive vice president of technology 
and research. Just a few days later, on April 10, the company 

launched its Kickstarter campaign. One of their backers is legendary 
Apple cofounder Steve Wozniak, who told Elbaum in an e-mail that 
he “can’t wait to get the Pocket Printer” and “I love your different 
thinking,” a play on Apple’s slogan “Think Different,” which the 
company used in the late 1990s and early 2000s. Within a few days, 
Zuta had reached about 80 percent of its $400,000 goal. To date, the 
company has collected $511,662 from individual investors. 

They have secured contracts for the wheels and cartridges and are 
currently negotiating a manufacturing agreement. They’re in the 
process of raising more money from investors in what’s known as 
the “seed round” of investment.

There remains one question, however. For about the same price 
of a new Pocket Printer, a consumer can buy a brand-name inkjet 
with printer, fax, copier, and scanner. So why go the Pocket Printer 
route? Elbaum says those printers are in a different category. Larger 
mobile printers like the HP Officejet 100 and Brother Pocketjet 6 
are the real competition (small, portable printers that use standard 
technology) but he is optimistic about his company’s prospects even 
against these household names. 

Big Plans  In January, Zuta will start selling the Pocket Print-
er online with delivery slated for the second quarter. Between 
now and then, they’re gearing up for the CES 2015 conference in 
Las Vegas to debut their finished product. While it’s a deceptively 
simple idea to anyone looking at it for the first time, it’s clear after 
talking to Elbaum that getting this idea to market has taken signif-
icant work. But he believes that his little invention on wheels has 
the chance to make a large impact.  

“Melachah in Hebrew has the same root as the word malach,”  
Elbaum said. “A malach is a shaliach. Melachah is your shelichus, your 
purpose in the world. A Jew always has to have an impact. A person 
should always do something for the world.”  —
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was constantly 
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internet with his 
smartphone, but he 
had no way to print 
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couldn’t a printer  
be the size of a 
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Israel has earned a repu-
tation around the world 
as a hotbed of innova-
tion, with companies like 
Waze going international 
and small start-ups being 
bought up by the giants  
regularly. ben Wiener,  

manager of Jerusalem-based venture capital firm Jumpspeed  
Ventures, said that the kinds of technologies being developed run 
across a wide range but can ultimately be divided into the two  
categories: software and hardware. the practical difference between 
the two is that software can be brought to market quickly whereas 
hardware requires a couple years to develop. 

the software applications he’s seeing are aimed at solving problems 
in the areas of personal finance, medicine, supply chain management, 
and e-commerce. some are mobile apps for smartphones and some 
aim to create new software, while others adapt their technologies to 
existing software. the hardware technology, he said, is focused on  
advanced energy technologies like solar energy, personal safety de-
vices, and medical devices. 

Wiener is in the process of starting an entrepreneurial accelera-
tor program at the Jerusalem College of technology (Machon Lev) 
aimed at helping chareidi start-ups. he said that his 14-week program, 
called yazam baLev, begins in January and will help entrepreneurs 
build their dreams. 

“It’s fascinating to see the range of innovative ideas and technolo-
gies that these chareidi entrepreneurs have proposed or are already  
working on,” he told Mishpacha. “It touches almost every industry that 
we see in venture capital.” For instance, he said, one entrepreneur in 
the program is a man learning in kollel who has developed an innovative 
medical device technology.

but why specifically a program focused on chareidi entrepreneurs? 
the answer lies in access. Wiener said that in his business dealings for 
Jumpspeed Ventures he saw many chareidi entrepreneurs “thirsty” 
for help over the last couple years. but chareidim aren’t comfortable 
in mixed gender settings, so the existing accelerator programs in Israel 
aren’t appropriate. yazam baLev will feature 18 male entrepreneurs and 
will give them access to investors, business leaders, marketing experts, 
and the faculty and student body at Machon Lev.

Wiener said that he was “completely overwhelmed by the  
interest” in the program after it received nearly 70 applicants on a limit-
ed advertising budget. “We are clearly not trying to convince chareidim 
to become entrepreneurs. that’s not our motivation. We are simply 
addressing the fact that there are these chareidi entrepreneurs out 
there already and we want to give them the tools to give them a better 
chance to succeed.”

Entrepreneurial  

fever?  
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